Introduced by Council Members Graham, Alvarez, Brown, Clark, Copeland, Corrigan, Daniels, Davis, Fussell, Hyde, Jenkins, Johnson, Jones, Lockett-Felder, Ray, Self, Shad and Yates: 

RESOLUTION 2007-664
A RESOLUTION DECLARING WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2007 AS “U.S. NAVY D-DAY COMMEMORATION DAY” IN JACKSONVILLE AND CONGRATULATING AND THANKING THE NAVAL ORDER OF THE UNITED STATES FOR ITS EFFORTS TO PLACE A NAVY D-DAY MONUMENT IN FRANCE; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the City of Jacksonville has more than 200,000 citizens who are serving in, have served in, are retired from, are families of, are contractors with, or are employed by the U.S. Navy or corporations and businesses serving local naval installations; and


WHEREAS, these citizens may not be aware of the effort by the 117-year-old Naval Order of the United States to place a monument at Utah Beach in Normandy, France to honor the 1,086 U.S. sailors killed in action during the Allied invasion on D-Day, June 6, 1944; and


WHEREAS, many of the aforementioned sailors still sleep under foreign soil with naught but government issue markers above their final resting place; and 


WHEREAS, though there are over 60 monuments located throughout France honoring World War II servicemen killed in action, there is as of yet no monument honoring those brave sailors’ noble sacrifice; and


WHEREAS, the Naval Order of the United States has an on-going effort to raise the necessary funding to have a suitable bronze monument sculpted, cast, transported from the United States to France, placed in a suitable setting, and dedicated on June 6th, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the City Council desires to continue it’s long-standing support of the U.S. Navy by commemorating the sacrifice of America’s sailors during the D-Day invasion and encouraging the Naval Order of the United States in its laudable effort to memorialize these sailors with a suitable monument in France; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Declaration.
That the City hereby declares June 6, 2007 to be “U.S. Navy D-Day Commemoration Day” in Jacksonville in remembrance of the ultimate sacrifice made by U.S. sailors during the Allied invasion of France in June 1944, and remembers with gratitude their devotion to duty which preserved the freedoms we continue to enjoy today.

Section 2. 
Commendation.
That the City commends and thanks the Naval Order of the United States for its campaign to raise an appropriate monument to the bravery and sacrifice of these honored sailors, and wishes the Order every great success in its efforts.

Section 3.

Requesting Emergency Passage, Pursuant to Council Rules 4.901 Emergency. The sponsor is requesting emergency passage of this legislation so as to have the date declared prior to its arrival.

Section 4.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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